
Date Company Location Name of mission Prediction Source

Jan - Dec SpaceX USA  Starlink Launch
SpaceX plans to launch 24 Starlink launches throughtout the course of the year, which will release 12,000 
communication satellites into Earth's orbit. https://www.popularmechanics.com/space/g27392795/space-missions-next-decade/

Jan - March SpaceX USA Crew Demo-2
SpaceX's Dragon 2 will carry astronauts to the International Space Station for the first time. Before, American 
astronauts have had to rely solely on Russian Soyuz spacecraft to get to and from orbit https://www.space.com/spacex-may-launch-astronauts-to-space-early-2020.html

February

ESA (European 
Space Industry) 
and Nasa USA Solar Orbiter (SolO)

Solar Orbiter, or SolO, will travel inside the orbit of Mercury to perform close-up, high-resolution studies of our Sun 
and inner heliosphere. It is intended to brave the fierce heat and carry its telescopes to just one-fifth of Earth's 
distance from our nearest star. https://www.esa.int/Science_Exploration/Space_Science/Solar_Orbiter_overview

Mid 2020 NASA USA BioSentinel

Engineers are putting together a briefcase-size spacecraft called BioSentinel, which will carry yeast cells into orbit 
around the sun by mid 2020 to help scientists better understand the radiation environment beyond our planet's 
protective magnetic bubble. https://www.space.com/nasa-deep-space-radiation-mission-biosentinel.html

July NASA USA Mars 2020 Rover

NASA will launch its Mars 2020 Rover to the red planet. After landing in February 2021, it will study Martian 
geology, search for organic compounds, demonstrate the ability to generate oxygen from atmospheric carbon 
dioxide and collect rock samples for return to earth.  https://spaceflightnow.com/launch-schedule/

July 

ESA (European 
Space Industry) & 
Roscosmos Russia ExoMars Rover

The European-Russian ExoMars rover, named Rosalind Franklin after the renowned scientist, will follow suit eight 
days later. Touching down in February 2021, it will hunt for signs of Martian life and perform a variety of other tasks. https://www.space.com/4-mars-missions-one-year-from-july-2020-launch.html

August

CNSA (China 
National Sapce 
Administration) China HX-1 Mission

The Mars Global Remote Sensing Orbiter and Small Rover (HX-1) is a planned project by China to deploy its first 
independent mission to Mars too. Its stated objectives are to search for evidence of both current and past life, and 
to assess the planet's environment. https://spacenews.com/chinas-first-mars-spacecraft-undergoing-integration-for-2020-launch/

October

CNSA (China 
National Sapce 
Administration) China Chinese Space Station

China plans to test a new generation of crewed spacecraft in October, and begin construction of the Chinese large 
modular space station to be placed in Low Earth orbit, with the launch of the Tianhe Core Cabin Module. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2020_in_spaceflight
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